
Parent workshop: Phonics and early reading

Teach reading: 
change lives



A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



How many times have you already read today?



Reading for Pleasure 

2022/23

Little Wandle Phonics: 
Revised Letters and 

Sounds

Reading at Torriano this year 



The Reading 
Framework

Storytime, 
singing/poetry 
and phonics 
timetabled daily

‘Fidelity to the 
programme’

Decodable books 
vs banded books

Reading for 
pleasure 
books visible 
and inviting in 
book corners.

Rigorous phonics 
interventions as 
soon as children 
begin to fall behind

Schools recommended 
to follow a 
government-validated 
SSP

Adult talk and exposure to 
book talk with adults 
develops vocab for later 
comprehension.



Phonics



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
systematic, synthetic phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling. 

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Blending to read words

Resources for  parents - Letters and Sounds 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Terminology 

Phoneme
Split vowel digraph 

Grapheme
Blend 

Digraph
Segment

Trigraph



Teaching Order 



Gradually your child learns 
the entire alphabetic code:



How we make learning stick 



Where are we now?



Where are we now?



Reading and spelling



Reading and spelling 



shell
chef

special

And all the different ways to write 
the phoneme sh:

caption
mansion
passion



Tricky words 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/



•Say the word.

•Segment the sounds.

•Count the sounds.

•Write them down.

Spelling



Reading practice sessions are: 

•timetabled three time per week 

•taught by the class teacher and 
support staff

•taught in small groups

• taught in small groups using a book 
which matches known GPCs 
(following teacher assessment)

How do we teach reading in books?
Spring 1



We use assessment to match your 
child the right level of book



This means that your child should: 

• Know all the sounds and tricky words in 
their phonics book well

• Read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their reading 
will be automatic

• Only need to stop and sound out about 
5% of the words by the time they bring 
the book home – but they should be 
able to do this on their own.

Reading a book at the right level



Reading at home



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to…
• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary 

• develop listening comprehension skills.

The amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can 
do is read with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills:  A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



Books going home

Reading for 
pleasure books Little Wandle 

decodable books 



Decodable Books (phonics books)

Books that children read in school 
will be read at home too.

They will be sent home on Friday 
in books bags and collected back in 
the following Monday

Online platform

Reading for Pleasure Books

Children will continue to change 
their RfP books daily.

These are not decodable so should 
be read to/with children.

Please being in these books when 
you are finished, so we can swap.



•Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• If they can’t read a word read it to 
them.

•Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



Supporting your child with phonics

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc


The shared book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary

o Make up sentences together

o Find different words to use

o Describe things you see.

Read to your child



One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan



Where are we now? (Year 1)





What is the phonics screening?

● Introduced by the government to test children's level of reading (although we know phonics 
is not the only way a child learns to read...)

● Children are screened at the end of Year 1 

When: 
(Week beginning) Monday 12th June 2022



What is the phonics screening?

● The screen is administered by Hannah, Rose and Alix.

● The pass rate is announced each year but it has been 32/40 every year. 



What does the phonics screening look like?

● The phonics screening consists of 40 words to read. Some are real words and  some are 
nonsense words. 

●  

Real words.
Nonsense 
words or
alien names.



What is a split digraph?

A split digraph is two letters, split, making one sound:      
e.g.  a-e in make and cake 
       i-e in  nice and bike
       e-e in even and Steven
       o-e in phone home
       u-e in cute flute



Sound Families: Some sounds can be written in several 
different ways...

ee family

● ee I can see

● ea Cup of tea

● ey money 

● y happy baby 

● e-e eve delete  



Sound Families: Some sounds can be written in several 
different ways...

oa family
● oa goat in a boat

● oe Joe's toe

● ow blow in the snow 

● o  go go volcano

● o-e phone home 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjE0s-ulefSAhULvhQKHZ4CCCAQjRwIBw&url=http://clipartall.com/clipart/2530-clipart-phone.html&bvm=bv.150120842,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNHr7G7TN6qaZHmgYbZ02BbsMf8tQQ&ust=1490170906571432


Sound Families: Some sounds can be written in several 
different ways...

ay sound

● ay May I play?

● ai Snail in the rain

● eigh Eight 

● ey They are grey

● a-e Bake a cake 


